
Environmental Justice is 

the fair treatment and 

meaningful involvement

of all people 

regardless of race, color, 

national origin, or income

with respect to the 

development, 

implementation, and 

enforcement of 

environmental laws, 

regulations, and policies.
(EPA Region 10)

Duwamish bottom fish and shell fish are contaminated 

and not safe to eat, some tribal members and immigrant 

communities indicate they will continue to eat from the 

river as part of their culture. No group of people, including 

a racial, ethnic, or a socioeconomic group, should bear a 

disproportionate share of environmental hazards.
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When there is a big rain or storm, sewers and 

storm drains overflow into the river, adding to the 

contamination. They need to be controlled.  These 

types of pollution often impact minority and low 

income communities more than other 

communities.

The environment is everything: where we 

live, work, play, go to school, as well as 

the physical and natural world.  And so we 

can’t separate the physical environment 

from the cultural environment.

(Robert Bullard, 1999)
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